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beginning of 1543 leaving to Katharine consider-
able property; and certainly not many weeks can
have passed before the King began to pay ^
court to the wealthy and dignified widow of
thirty-two. His attentions were probably not very
welcome to her, for he was a terribly dangerous
husband, and any unrevealed peccadillo in the
previous life of a woman he married might mean
the loss of her head.
There was another reason than this, however
that made the King's addresses especially em-
barrassing to Katharine. The younger of the two
magnificent Seymour brothers, Sir Thomas had
thus early also approached her with offers of
love. He was one of the handsomest men at
Court, and of similar age to Katharine. He was
already very rich with the church plunder, and
was the King's brother-in-law; so that he was
in all respects a good match for her. He must
have arrived from his mission to Germany im-
mediately after Lord Latimer's death, and re-
mained at Court until early in May, about three
months; during which time, from the evidence
of Katharine's subsequent letters, she seems to
have made up her mind to marry him. It may
be that the King noticed signs of their courtship,
for Sir Thomas Seymour was promptly sent on an
embassy to Flanders in company with Dr. Wotton,
and subsequently with the English contingent to
the Emperor's army to France, where he remained
until long after Henry's sixth marriage.
That Henry himself lost no time in approaching
the widow after her husband's death is seen by
a tailor's bill for dresses for Lady Latimer being